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Project Bona Fide, a registered 501(c)3 
non-profit organization and NGO, is 
an experience-based learning center 
that utilizes permaculture design, 
agroforestry, research and education, 
and community collaboration to 
promote food security and sustainable 
living systems on Isla de Ometepe in 
southwestern Nicaragua.

Our vision is to educate and expose 
people locally and worldwide to 
the possibilities of multi-strata food 
production through demonstrative 
agriculture on our 26-acre model farm, 
Finca Bona Fide.



Our demonstration site provides students from 
around the world with the opportunity to live and 
work alongside each other and our staff.

Through individual mentoring, small group 
instruction, and daily practice of sustainable 
lifestyle principles, we encourage local partners 
and international visitors to learn by doing.

Our approach has 3 key elements:

1. Demonstrate the possible. Using permaculture 
and agroforestry research and design principles, 
we conduct plant trials on site and demonstrate 
successful models to the public.

2. Learn from and educate the interested. We teach 
sustainable lifestyle principles to volunteers, interns, 
student groups, and local community members.

3. Collaborate with the community. We support 
community projects through financial support, 
knowledge, and technical skills.

Since our program’s inception in 2001, we have:

• Hosted over 3,500 international volunteers 
and interns

• Held 14 Permaculture Design Courses

• Certified 350 PDC participants

At Project Bona Fide, we practice, promote, and teach how to live in an ecologically and 
socially sound way.  Our educational programs provide participants with hands-on 
learning experiences and transferable skills that empower them to take what they have 
learned back to their own communities.

Experience-Based Learning

Approach



Educational Opportunities

We offer 3-month to 1-year internships for individual students who are self-motivated and 
interested in obtaining an in-depth learning experience on our farm.  Interns play a vital role in 
helping Project Bona Fide develop and maintain research, projects, and community initiatives. 

Examples of past internship areas include: Edible Garden, Medicinal Garden, Grey Water 
Systems, Animal Systems, Natural Building, and Family Gardens.

We offer unique educational opportunities for high school, university, and adult students 
interested in learning about sustainable agriculture, permaculture, and community develop-
ment in an applied, rustic setting.  For participants in all of our programs, we provide healthy 
meals, accomodations in dorms or local homestays, and arrangements for extracurricular 
activities on the beautiful Isla de Ometepe.

We organize hands-on educational experiences for groups 
from gap year, study abroad, and other student programs.  
Most groups spend at least 1-2 weeks with us, and we cater 
to the particular needs of the students and program.  We 
typically mix class time with workshops (see below) and 
hands-on work on our 26-acre demonstrative farm.

Lead by staff and community leaders with diverse expertise, 1-2 week courses and afternoon 
workshops are offered in the following areas:

Project Bona Fide encourages and welcomes individual 
students to use our site to pursue academic or independent 
research projects.  This is an evolving piece of our 
educational program and we look forward to seeing it 
continue to develop in the future.

Interested in what we do?  Contact us today! 
probonafide@gmail.com  •  http://projectbonafide.com
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• Permaculture design
• Natural building
• Agroforestry
• Grafting
• Horticulture

• Aquaponics
• Farm-to-table cooking
• Natural medicines
• Fermentation and 

preservation

• Spanish language
• Chocolate making
• Community workshops 

(e.g. salsa dancing, 
cooking)


